
The city and film: imagination and desire 
 
The following presents an initial overview of a four week module 
on the city in film that is designed to fit with a larger course on 
mediated social identity. It was initially developed for possible 
inclusion in a UTS honours seminar: Media Culture Identity 
 
1. City imagination and desire 
 
Film texts:  

• Scorsese: My journey to Italy (Sicily/New York) 
 

• Wings of Desire/City of Angels (Berlin/LA) 
 

• Chungking Express (Hong Kong) 
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2. City, space, mobility and flow 
 
Film texts:  

• Bicycle Thief (Rome) 
 

• Beijing Bicycle 
 

• Cyclo (Hanoi) 
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3. City, identity, sexuality 
 
Film and Cultural Texts: 

• Queer as Folk’s Manchester 
 

• Hong Kong and Buenos Aires in Happy Together 
 

• Rome: World Pride and the sacred city 
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4. Cities War and Terror: Dystopic Ruins in the films of 
David Fincher 
 
Film texts: 

• Aliens 3 
• Seven 
• Fight Club 
• Panic Room 
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